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OVERVIEW AND SCRTUINY COMMITTEE TO THE

MEETING OF THE COUNCIL ON WEDNESDAY, 11th April 2018

Thank you Mr. Mayor for the opportunity to report to the Council the latest 
developments on various matters relating to the Communities, Regeneration and 
Environment Overview and Scrutiny Committee Overview and Scrutiny Committee

The Committee has met once, on 21st March, since my last report to Council on 
14th February 2018. 
  
Integrated Place Work – The Committee received a very interesting and informative 
presentation on the Integrated Place Work project. The Integrated Place project 
involves a group of workers from different public services and third sector 
organisations who work together in a particular area. The team is led by Rochdale 
Borough Council. The team includes a number of organisations (such as RBH, 
Police and the Fire and Rescue Service).
The team works in a particular area for a period of time to support people who may 
need lots of different services at the same time. The idea is that, instead of having 
to access these services separately, it makes more sense for all organisations to 
work together to help the person move on. For example, a person might need help 
with housing, health and relationships all at the same time. That can be quite 
confusing so the team would help to put those services in an order that makes 
sense. They would also help the person to be more confident in asking for help or 
learning to do something.
The presentation generated a full debate at the meeting and numerous questions 
from members. We were pleased to learn of projects in the Balderstone and 
Kirkholt and Spotland and Falinge Wards. The project is due to begin operations on 
a Township level which means that it will be able to spread to all parts of the 
Borough in due course. A follow up presentation/report will be brought back to the 
Committee in about six months.

Housing Allocations: the Committee received a report which outlined the Council’s 
responsibilities that had been placed on it by the introduction of the Homelessness 
Reduction Act. The proposal of the Act was to move from a Choice Based Lettings 
approach to allocate accommodation, to making direct offers to those who are 
found to be homeless and who the Council has a statutory duty to rehouse. The 
report advised that on occasions, it would be necessary for the Council to make an 
offer of accommodation in the private rented sector, in order to discharge its duty.
A future proposal to amend the Housing Allocations Policy later this year is also 
detailed within the report. As with the previous item this report generated much 
discussion and many questions from Members which I feel demonstrates the 
effectiveness of the scrutiny function.

Performance reporting: The Committee received two reports which detailed 
progress at the end of Quarter 3 (1st October – December 31st 2017) towards 
achievement of the targets contained in the Neighbourhoods and Economy 
Directorate Plans for 2017/18. The report contained much statistical information 



and data about the performance of these two Directorates. Members asked 
questions about the way that the data is presented and I will be holding a meeting 
with appropriate staff that will look at how the data and information can in future be 
presented in a more user friendly and clearly understandable way.

Balfour Beatty Limited: the Committee considered a request that had come from 
Rochdale Township Committee who had asked the Committee to consider 
establishing a ‘study group to examine the operation of the Highways Maintenance 
Contract for the Rochdale Borough, especially in relation to the performance of 
Balfour Beatty Limited and, if necessary, make appropriate recommendations to the 
Cabinet thereon’. The Committee in considering this matter noted that the Council’s 
Audit and Governance Committee was already doing some work in this regard as is 
the Council’s Internal Audit team. Therefore it was agreed that once this work was 
completed myself the Vice Chair and the Chair of the Audit and Governance would 
look into the matter in more detail.
  
GMCA Corporate Issues & Reform Overview & Scrutiny Committee: I continue to 
attend meetings of the Greater Manchester Combined Authority Corporate Issues & 
Reform Overview & Scrutiny Committee.  Andy Burnham, the GM Mayor also 
attends meetings of this Committee and a constructive dialogue with him and his 
team is beginning to emerge.
 

Councillor Neil Butterworth
Chair of the Communities, Regeneration and Environment Overview and 
Scrutiny Committee

Thank you Mr. Mayor, I will be pleased to answer any questions from Members of 
the Council about these or any other matter relating to the Communities, 
Regeneration and Environment Overview and Scrutiny Committee 


